
Save Energy
Remember the dinosaurs? It takes millions of years to make  
natural gas. So we don’t want to waste it. That’s what people  
mean when they say “Save Energy.” They mean: “Don’t waste it.”

Natural Gas. Efficient by Nature

How can you save energy?
Turn off the light when you leave a room.

Turn off the television when you’re not 
watching it.

Keep the refrigerator door closed, so you 
don’t let the cold air out.

Turn off the water when you brush your 
teeth, so you don’t waste water.

Turn down the heat! If your house is too 
hot in the winter, you’re wasting energy.

When you go outside, close the door quickly.

RemembeR:  
Natural gas smells like rotten eggs.  
IF YOU SmeLL GAS, ACT FAST!  
Leave the area. Then call 911. 
If you have an emergency involving natural gas, 
call 911 or Washington Gas at 703-750-1400 
or 1-800-752-7520.

want to know more?

natural gas
Natural gas is a fossil fuel. We use it to heat buildings, cook food,  
dry clothes and heat water. We even use it to help produce electricity. 

It comes from the remains of plants and animals that lived before 
and during the dinosaur era. And, it is buried deep within the earth.

                                                                        That’s where our story begins ...
We use it to 
cook food and 
heat water. 

We use natural gas 
to heat buildings.

      What do we  
         do with 
      natural gas
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www.washingtongasliving.com

www.eia.doe.gov/kids

www.eere.energy.gov/kids

www.energystar.gov

www.energy.gov 
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www.call811kids.com

www.safegasmd.org

www.safegasva.org

Natural gas is not the same as the gasoline we put  
in our cars. Gasoline is a liquid, like water. Natural 
gas is a vapor, like air. Natural gas is also called 
methane. Methane weighs about half as much as air. 
That means it’s lighter than air.  

fun fact

Go ahead: Have fun coloring!

If a scientist  
filled a balloon 
with natural gas, 
it would float up  
in the air. 
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Word Search  
and Safety Tips

Some families use 
natural gas to make 
their water hot. 
before you get in, 
test the bath water 
with your finger. 
The water might 
be too hot!
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Pipeline Maze
Use a crayon to follow the 
underground pipeline to your home.

start here
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Most families use 
natural gas to heat 
their homes. 

Natural gas helps 
us dry our clothes.
Clothes dryers 
are not for kids. 
Play it safe and 
stay away from 
them.

A Long Journey 
Natural gas travels from  
wells through underground  
pipes to get to your home.

Well Tower
A well tower pulls 
natural gas from 
under the ground 
and into a pipeline.

Natural Gas Deposit
Natural gas lies deep 
within the earth between 
layers of rocks and soil. 

Natural Gas 
Processing Plant
In this plant, natural gas 
is made pure so that we 
can use it.

Natural Gas 
Utility Companies
Utility companies 
like Washington 
Gas are the last stop 
before natural gas 
reaches your home. 
They are in charge 
of getting it there 
every day, safely.  

Storage
Large tanks hold 
natural gas until 
we need it.

Gas meter
This is where 
natural gas 
comes into  
your home.

HOT     BATHTUB     FAUCET     HEATER

DRYER     HOUSE     OVEN      GAS

Find these hidden words and circle them. 
Hint: Read across, and up and down.

Y SZ U DZ EW A X

B TT B RA UH G R

F EU W BA TC A O

Q IL O SZ HT U E

K NW P MO EW S N

F YB O YO KX G D

U KW Z VC FO Q Y

N QA Y ZR AC S D

N AH E HC TE R R

O HE U ZV GN V I

fun fact
Natural gas is made 
from fossils. Fossils are 
the remains of ancient 
plants and animals—
like dinosaurs. Long 
ago, these fossils were 
buried under layers of 
rocks and soil. After 
millions of years, they 
turned into natural gas. 

You 
made 

it!
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Some ovens use 
natural gas.  Don’t 
touch the oven or 
the pots on your 
stove. They might 
be hot!

When natural gas comes out  
of the ground, it has no smell. 
The gas company adds an  
odor called mercaptan that  
makes it smell like rotten  
eggs—so they can detect it  
if it ever leaks. 

There are more than one million 
miles of underground gas pipelines 
across the United States—enough to 
stretch to the moon and back twice. 

fun fact

fun fact


